92                          DOMINION  NAVIES

HAP. position, a South African government dominated
vm by Beyers would have been forced to make some
positive declaration. Unquestionably they would
have claimed the position of neutrals, but in order
to substantiate that claim, they must have asked
Germany to accept it, a request which would have
been eagerly granted. They must have ordered all
South Africans to regard themselves as at peace
with Germany, and therefore to fulfil the duties
of neutrals. Lacking the physical means of com-
pelling British warships to leave their ports, they
must have forbidden merchants to supply them with
coals and provisions, except in such quantities as
would suffice to carry them to the next port
But most of these merchants would have claimed
that, as British citizens, they were at war with
Germany and not merely entitled but even bound
to give aid and comfort to British ships. As
British citizens they would have claimed that the
Imperial Government, not that of South Africa,
was alone entitled to decide the question of peace
and war so far as they were concerned, and the"
law would have been on their side. The attempt
of the Beyers government to enforce its commands
would have been lawfully resisted and the whole
population would have been driven to arms, some
to support the authority of the Beyers govern-
ment, others to support the action of the mer-
chants. In law, Beyers, as a minister, would have
been no less a rebel than he actually was as a
private citizen. He could only have divested him-
self of that character, even in the South African
courts, by declaring the status of South Africa
as an independent republic, and also by estab-